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Superpower play: at the horn of
Africa

Ethiopia Somalia %
e e b ) S e Legacy of colonialism left

fragmented reality
1953 Muttal Defense :
Agreement 1960-1969 fragile

democracy

The fall of Emperor — 1969 coup that brought
1974 Said Barre to power

Revolutionary mevement “Scientific socialism” and
with Marxistiinclinations close ties with the Soviet
(Mengistu) Union

By 1977 Ethiopia Historic rivalry with
receiving| military Ethiopia over disputed

assistance from the territory

Soviet Union
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July: 1977 war Begins

Winter 1977-1978
critical phase of War'—
Massive Soviet
Involvement in
sUpporit off Ethiopia

Somalir withdrawall =
March 1978




ULS. position towards the confiict:

Focus oni the Soviet threat — fear that Moscow: would succeed!in
consolidating itsi position: in' Ethiopia while retaining It infSemalia

Acknewledgement off direct Soviet invelvement

s, “We have incontrovertible evidence of'a massive, continuing
Soviet airlifit off equipment and personnel inter Addis Ababa™

Soviet expansionism had to be countered witriout Intervening
directly

i. Conception off ether means| to put pressure on Moescow. — the
epening| to: China

2. Reliance oni U.S. traditional allies, the “twin pillars”

Saudil Arabiai— " TThey have the money: tor buy: Somalia away
from the; Soeviets! ift they: really wanted to™

Iran — the centerpiece of U.S. security firamework in the
iegion







US-Iranian ties provided pillar tor US
strategy in the Persian Gulf

ULS. presence first enters) Iran during Worla\War: 1T
1953 — CIA sponsored coup returned Shah ter pewer

Midl 1950si to 1979 — closerrelationship: between, the; U.S.
and the Shah

= 1959: Delense Agreement

s 1968: British withdrawall from Gulf;

s 1972:Nixoni agreement with' the; Shah
x| 1972-1979 continued! close links...

1979 — the Islamic revelution
s [he hostage crisis — endl oif diplematic relations




US reaction to the “loss” of Iran

Necessity to rethink US commitments to the region —
these entail al a/rect presence (pProcess) made more
Urgent; by the Soviet! invasion of Afghanistan)

x U.S. and Somalia negetiate access to) the; base at
Berbera to suppert US, Rapid Reaction Force

s By mid-1980rULS: provides direct military: aid te
Somalia, thus completing the reversal of alliances
Initiated inr 1977

Ihe Carter Doctrine (Jan, 1980):

“L.et- our position e apsolttely. clear: Al diempt by
ary. OULSIAE TOICE Lo, galll Cortrol oritie Persiarn. GUll:
reqgion Wil be regarded. as ari assaulit o the vital.
JAterests or: the United States or America, arnd SUch. arl
assault: will- be repelled by, any. mearns [necessary,
/Acluaing miitary, rorce.”




Legacies?

ULS. focus on Soviet threat evident: the local
dynamics and the regional grievances Were: not
taken| into consideration

Both Semali'and Ethiopiani Ieaders end their rule

In 1991 (wWhen the Cold War order is gradually.

putiglopally dismantied)

s While Ethiopiarsi statehood hasiancient roots,
Somalia’s; instability’ endures| to the present day...

US-Iranian; relations have Vet to) Improve

ULSL bias in viewing complex local conflicts in
terms off gleball repercussions still treubles; U.S.
foreign policy: making







OF COURSE OuR,
NUCLEAR FACILITIES
ARE FOR
PEACEFUL PURFOSES.
WHY DO You Ask?

(And how to avoid it)

&

“Sure. we'n 1oV T Tk Me. Obama’
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