
A Balancing Act 
China’s Role in Climate Change 



China is the world’s worst polluter 



China’s share of current CO2 emissions 

≤1/4 



China’s share of global emission increase since 1990 

>1/2 



China is doing more than any 
other country 



China is doing more than any 
other country 

2005 – 2010: 
20% reduction of energy intensity 
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Concern about energy security 
drives China’s climate policy 

2030: 
80% oil import 

10-20% coal import 



Energy intensity crucial! 



CO2 emission per capita vs. GDP per capita (PPP)  





Industry dominates China’s energy demand 



How much CO2 is embedded in China’s 
export? 



Victim or perpetrator? 



Realisation that China is more 
vulnerable than many other countries 



Business opportunities and value 
added 



”Responsible great power” 


