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With the UK’s withdrawal negotiations now entering the final stage, the prospect of a “no-deal” scenario has 
increased. However, an orderly exit, together with close future relations, is still a priority for both, the EU and the 
UK. How can the remaining obstacles be overcome? What kind of a future relationship is conceivable? How will 
Ireland shape the Brexit? 
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Simon Coveney has served as Tánaiste since November 2017, Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade 
and Deputy Leader of Fine Gael since June 2017. He has been a Teachta Dála (MP) since 1998. He 
previously served as Minister for Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government from 
2016 to 2017, Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine from 2011 to 2016 and Minister for 
Defence from 2014 to 2016. He served as a Member of the European Parliament from 2004 to 2007.

Juha Jokela is the Director of the European Union research programme at the Finnish 
Institute of International Affairs. His current research interests include Brexit and 
differentiated integration. His previous projects and publications include political and 
security developments in the Arctic, EU’s role in the G20, Europeanization of foreign 
policy, and Finland’s EU policy. Jokela has worked in the EUISS, Ministry for Foreign 
Affairs of Finland, and University of Helsinki. He holds a PhD from the University of Bristol.

Teija Tiilikainen is the Director of the Finnish Institute of International Affairs (FIIA). Previously, 
Dr. Tiilikainen was the Director of the Network of European Studies at the University of Helsinki 
(2003-2009). She has also served as Secretary of State at the Ministry for Foreign Affairs of Finland 
from 2007 to 2008. Dr. Tiilikainen was the Special Representative of the Prime Minister of Finland 
in the Convention on the Future of Europe in 2002-2003. Currently, she is also Editor-in-Chief of 
Ulkopolitiikka – the Finnish Journal of Foreign Affairs.


